TRAM’s been making TMR
more culturally aware for a decade

MARTIN C. BARRY

en years s 2 long ume for any

I orgonization 1o be around. But in

the case of the Table ronde sur

I'art de Mont-Royal (TRAM), it's been

10 years of encouraging visual art i all its

forms, while contributing to higher aes-
thetic values in Town of Mount Royal

TRAM way the braunchild of former town
resident Marie-Louise Simon, who was &
librarian at the Reginald J. P. Dawson
Library. “She wanted to have something
cultural in TMR." says Jocelyne Lambert,
who served s TRAM's first president
“Her focus was 1o make TMR a town with
some culture

“She was very focused oo the ans and
she just loved TMR. She felt there was
a lock of culture here. Everything here
i still very onented 10 sports, sports
and more sports. She suggested bringing
together astists from the community and
having an an association

According to Lambert, the original idea

encompassed pot ooly paintiog, but also
music, theatre and other general ans
While Simoa no longer Lives in the town,
Lambert ackoowledges it was she who
“planted the seed” thus enabling TRAM
o mahe the level of cultural awareness,
while allowing the orgasization (o grow

Among arts and culture groups present in
municipalities scross the Mootreal region,
TRAM stands out as fairly unique. While
a number of towns wod cities promote the
arts through an organization or venue that
in under direct mumicipal sponsonship,
TRAM has the distinction of being inde-
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Pelature réalisée & I'aquarelle par Mme Mosique Desjarding, Cette magaifique pelature fut
rédpleadaire du premier priz du ury lors de versissage anavel de TRAM en 2007, Cotte
pelsture tit dgalement wtilisée comme embléme poor le salon TRAN 2008,

When TRAM stared out, it had fewer
than a dozen members, but today the
figure sands at around 75, “We bod
a sgmficant number of new members
last year,” sayw Lori Segall Bumett, the
group’s current president, adding that new
membership is bringing in an even wider
variety of artistic media

“I would say it's very significant that an
organization that pot staned with just a
few poople still has many of s onginal
memabers,” she sayy. “We have served the

pendent and supported al ly by
cituzem

< y very well. We've held 10 our
arigmnal misston, which was to promote

art and o dynamic arttic life in TMR
We've doveloped a lot, we've grown a lot
People have come and gooe, but | think
we've really always held to our original
purpose.”

Over the past decade, TRAM has held
countless exhibitions of it membery’
work in diverse veaues. The group is very
well known for the an salon it stages each
fall at town hall, the workshops it spon
sors at the recreation centre, and its valua
ble contributions 0 the own's “culture
days” program

The Reginald J. P. Dawson Library iy
helping mark TRAM's |(xh year by spoa-
soring two group exhibitions. As part of
the first, from April 6 10 29, the works of
sy TRAM photographers are on display
at the library. In the second show, from
May 28 to Jupe 23, the works of more
than a dozen painters will be exhibited

Résumd:

Une diccemme ¢ “oxt fovg duns by vie o un
organrane comnnatitare Mais duns Ie
cax de la Tabie rovde sur 1art de Mont
Royal (TRAM), ga reprcsente dix an
o ‘eovvmragement envers Jes antn vosvely
sous fowles sey formes, out oo contribuam
a4 &vclopper wne seasilulie artistigoe 3
Vidle Mont-Royal.

la IRAM dunt 'idée onginale o une
resndante, Mavic-Lonise Simon, i ctalt
Seblioehecarre 4 1'époyue 4 Lo bidliohdyoe
Reginald ). P Dawson « Elfe voolad avoir
queique chose ke caltare! dans la ville, »
dit Jocelyne Lamhert, gur fut la peeaniéve
présnkente. « Elke voulat s¢ dédier & ce
que Vitle Monoe-Royal devieme une vilfe
possécdant de Ja colture. »

Sclon Mme Lambert, I'adée s dobud pee-
vovaN mn anganivme caglohant non seale
ment Lo pernfure, many aussi la musigoe,
e thédore. et o ‘wutres arts. Malpre le fait
guc Mime Simeon n'ext plus réwidanse de la
ville, Mme Lambert secommdl gue o 'dant
elle qui « planta la grame. » permetian
alnsi que ke niveaw e seasibilisatron 3 e
culture puisse étre eleve, fout en permet-
Lt fa crovssance de oganisme
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